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The Background

» American Colonial Revolution against Britain
» First Continental Congress, 1774 Philadelphia
» British Naval Blockade and Treop,Reinforcement

» Colonial Naval Forces R
= Privateers — Capturediover: 2000 Biitish Ships
= States Navies - Row galleys, arme

= George Washington’s'Schoeners

Chart courtesy: Naval Historical Foundation Washington, D.C. 1981




Continental Navy

October 13, 1775, 2nd Continental Congress @
iésolves to:

it OUt tWo, VesselsiTer  /tercepiing.SUcii tig/iSpoIts .as
gy, e Iaadern Wit Walillke SIOrEs: and Ouier:SUpPIEs 1or

oL ENEMIESs, a0/ SUcH Other PUPoses as tie Congress
Sl diect: =

13wessels, $880,000 ($264 m) total
Vost all*are lost infbattie o calamity:

Erenchnaval allies-victery ol Virginia, Capes
BritisnpSurrender at Yorktown.jni 1781

Picture by Edward Savage courtesy of Library of Congress




Evoelution of the Navy.

Algerian Corsairs 1785 Warrwith' Francer 1798
Constitution 1789 Article I Grow! to 30 Vessels

Barbanry: Pirates 1795 - Sheres of lrpoelil 1801
$2m trade;less ($600m) iHaltidisselutien: el navy.

Build 6 fitigatesior pay Waroff 1812
tribute

Picture by-Anton Otto Fischer, Courtesy U.S. Navy Art Collection




The Political Confilicts

Colenies\vsEmpIRe
Shipwrights: vs.

MErchaRts\SE
Farmers

| RIIVALEESS
Britishi vs. T P DEIEdates Vs
Frenchi it Federalists

Barbary Pirates-vs, Everyone




i > Journals ofi the Continental Congress
N 1774-1789
Compiled in 1905

Momentous declarations intermixed with
mundane resolutions

nttps//mMeEmery.Ioc.dov/ammeni/amiaw/IWic.
ntml

o > Letters of Delegates to Congress 1775

| Compiled in 1976

Silas Dean, October 16, 1775, "I have a

DProspect now...in getting Our Connecticut
lVessels into Continental pay”

nttps//memery.loc.dov/ammen/amiaw/Iwdd.
ntml

» To II,T Six Frigates, the Epic Historical
Founding of the U.S. Navy. 2006

Pictures Courtesy Library of Congress




Findings

OIS =—"5SHRNRIStoKcal abURNGEaNce
IS PolitIcSimItRG the dEesign B VESSEIS
25 ShIp bBUllders presentingloptimistic' operational costs
5k Colonial Constittencies; Merchant ConstitUenEIES
Aiechnicall Proklemsi— ERemy aggression
S5k PaV. o aMfilEEL O Pay 0 apPEASEMERL

Interesting Histoncal EVEnts
ISHEVE oL Ve PEGURNONGHE—Captain John P JORES
GorsHiLoASHliFcoOmMMISSIORERNand afloat:

Pliferencesfiemrtoaay,
Congress vitelaihadarvettergrasp on Life-Cycle (Costs
IHORAGK aSia MOoLVater —aUels, Correspondence

Picture of USS Ranger vs. Drake Courtesy U.S. Navy http://www.history.navy.mil




Questions? .
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